Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 10 December 2008
Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Peter Medhurst
	Mr George Saunders

	Mrs Hattie Llewelyn-Davies
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Miss Cynthia Wake

	Mr Tony Howes
	Mr Chris Yardley

	Mr Charles Swan
	Mr Alan Duce


In Attendance

Nick Sanderson – Head Countryside Ranger
Adrian Clarke - Broads Projects Coordinator
Jo Eames – Administrative Officer

1/1
Apologies for Absence and Chairman’s Announcement

Apologies for absence were received from Simon Hooton, Lucy Harris and Sarah Jenkinson.
The Chairman informed members that Chris Wright had submitted his resignation from the Forum.  However, Mr Wright had agreed to work with the Forum and the Broads Authority when appropriate.

Members requested that the Head Countryside Ranger write to Mr Wright expressing their appreciation for his contribution to the Forum.

The Head Countryside Ranger informed members that, because of the recent resignations, the Authority would be advertising for two new members at the beginning of next year.

1/2
Appointment of Chairman
The Head Countryside Ranger invited nominations for the position of Chairman for the forthcoming year.

It was proposed and duly seconded that Dr Keith Bacon be appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations, it was

RESOLVED

that Dr Bacon be appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year.

1/3
Appointment of Vice Chairman
It was proposed and duly seconded that both Mr Peter Medhurst and Mr Graham Downing be nominated for Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.

Both nominees left the room and following a show of hands from the Forum, it was
RESOLVED

that Mr Medhurst be appointed as Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year.
1/4
Oulton Broad Free Quay


The Forum agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting, as the Service Manager for Leisure Facilities Development, Waveney District Council, was not able to update the Forum on the progress of the Oulton Broad Free Quay project.

The Head Countryside Ranger informed members that the Service Manager for Leisure Facilities Development is currently carrying out a consultation regarding the free quay and was keen to have the Forum’s input.

Charles Swan reported that members of the local community had raised concerns regarding the current condition of the quay and the replacement of the jetty.


Alan Duce stated that Waveney District Council might be trustees for the piece of land on which the free quay stands and agreed to update the Forum regarding this before the next meeting.


The Forum requested that the Service Manager for Leisure Facilities Development be contacted to request that he circulate a report to members before the next meeting and to contact Charles Swan regarding issues raised by the Oulton Broad community.
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator informed the Forum that BESL would be commencing works on compartments 29 and 30 shortly and that, subject to agreement, the replacement of the jetty could be included in the works.
1/5
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

1/6
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes
(1) Minute 57: Angles Way Project Update
Ray Walpole questioned whether any progress had been made regarding access to the Angles Way from Cobholm.  The Head Countryside Ranger confirmed that he had contacted Norfolk County Council regarding improvements to the signage in Cobholm.  George Saunders noted that disabled access on the long distance path was restricted on the sea wall.  The Head Countryside Ranger agreed to contact Norfolk County Council and the Angles Way Forum regarding the concerns raised by the Forum.
(2) Minute 52: English Access Forum
Peter Medhurst requested that the English Access Forum be included as a standing item on all future Broads Local Access Forum agendas.
(3)
Minute 53: Unrecorded Rights of Way
The Head Countryside Ranger informed members that he had contacted Hampshire County Council to establish a mechanism for recording Unrecorded Rights of Way, and that the cut off date of 2026 would not be finalised until a report had been received from the stakeholders working group, established by Natural England.
(4)
Minute 47 (1): Cycling in the Broads
The Head Countryside Ranger informed members that he had confirmed the Forum’s concerns to Active Travel in writing and had requested that Peter Howe attend a future meeting to update the Forum on the scheme, but had as yet received no response.  
(5)
Minute 51: Correspondence Regarding Flood Defence Improvement Works at Martham
The Head Countryside Ranger informed members that he had written to Norfolk County Council regarding the establishment of a permissive path, and had received a response from Paul Ryan, who reported that having attended a site meeting, BESL were proposing to reshape the existing embankment leaving it with a flat walkable surface.  Where utility poles were sited on the embankment, BESL would endeavour to widen it to allow for safe access around these poles.  This would provide a good quality grass path which could be used either as a formal footpath or as an alternative route when the concrete part of the floodwall was flooded.  
The Broads Projects Coordinator confirmed that the path would be constructed to BESL standards, which meant that it would be unsurfaced.  BESL would only undertake to improve the surface if further funding could be sourced.
Keith Bacon informed the Forum that it was his understanding that the footpath on the embankment was on the same alignment as the registered Right of Way on the definitive map.
(6)
Minute 48: Climate Change: How the Long-Term Vision May Relate to the Interests of the Broads Local Access Forum
The Forum discussed the possibility of the Broads river system being used to transport materials, such as wood chip and fen litter.  Graham Downing referred to the Anglian Wood Fuel Project, although it was noted that the Project did not at present use a river system for transport.  Keith Bacon noted that the Broads Authority had investigated converting fen litter into fuel, but commented that it was not always possible to remove materials from the fens because of the fragile nature of the fens themselves. 

The Forum also discussed the feasibility of sugar cane being transported by river to the Cantley Sugar Factory, although it was agreed that this was not in the remit of the Forum .  
Following these discussions the Forum agreed to consider projects that were able to utilise the Broads river system for transport.

1/7
Joint LAF Development Workshop: Review and Matters Arising

Peter Medhurst discussed the outcomes of the workshop with the Forum.  Following these discussions the Broads Local Access Forum agreed that:
· Each member of the Forum be given an opportunity to give a presentation/report to the Forum from the point of view of the interest group they represent at the Forum.  It was agreed that the Chairman would invite one member of the Forum to give a presentation at each meeting.  Liz Brooks was invited to give a presentation at the next meeting in March 2009. 

· There should be stronger links with the Broads Forum and members requested that a report from the Broads Forum be a standing item on all future Broads Local Access Forum agenda.
· There should be stronger links with the tourism service and rmembers equested that a member of each of the tourism teams from Great Yarmouth Borough Council, Waveney District Council and the Broads Authority attend a future meeting to get a better understanding of tourism in the Broads.  Tony Howes noted that Ian Russell, of Wroxham Barns, is the new chairman of the Broads Tourism Forum.
· There should be more joint LAF workshops, possibly two per year, and members requested that the highways agency be invited to attend the next workshop to discuss highways agency matters relating to footpath crossings of new roads and existing ones.

· Contact would be made with Norfolk County Council’s health walks coordinator regarding the five year project to develop health walks in the locality of markets towns, as a number of the proposed walks are to include market towns in the Broads Authority’s executive area.  She would be invited to attend a future meeting to discuss the proposed walks and her attention would be drawn to the fact that the walks already produced do not include disabled access.

1/8
Correspondence Regarding Highways Agency Road Schemes

Members views were sought regarding the request from the Chairman of the Suffolk Local Access Forum for examples of Local Access Forum recommendations being adopted in respect of Highways Agency road schemes.

RESOLVED

(i)
that the correspondence be noted; and
(ii)
that, although there are not any examples of Local Access Forum recommendations being adopted in respect of Highways Agency road schemes in the Broads Authority executive area, it is noted that the Tunstall junction of the A47/Weavers Way long distance route and the footpath which crosses the Postwick bypass bridge are both potential issues of Rights of Way crossings or adjacent to the highways agency roads and should be borne in mind for future projects.
1/9
Review of Strategic and National Routes (Natural England) Update
The Head Countryside Ranger gave a presentation to the Forum updating members on the progress of Natural England’s review of strategic and national routes, noting that having justified the review Natural England would shortly be inviting the Forum to comment on it.  A questionnaire would be circulated to members shortly, the closing date for which is 6 February 2009. 
1/10
Rights of Way Management Agreement between the Broads Authority and Norfolk County Council

The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger updating members on the working of the management agreement between the Broads Authority and Norfolk County Council for Rights of Way within the Broads executive area.


The Forum advised that the agreement be reviewed on an annual basis.


The Head Countryside Ranger noted that the Broads Authority had the same agreement with Suffolk County Council as it did with Norfolk County Council.  


The Head Countryside Ranger confirmed that the Broads Authority’s budget for managing Rights of Way had been constant for a number of years.  

The Head Countryside Ranger clarified that footpath complaints should be forwarded to the relevant County Council in the first instant and copied to the Broads Authority for information.


The Head Countyside Ranger informed the Forum that each finger post in the Broads Authority executive area would be marked with a plaque crediting both the Broads Authority and the relevant County Council as management organisations, together with contact details of the relevant council as the body to contact for further information.
The Forum recommended that the information plaques could include the fact that the County Council was also the highways agency.


RESOLVED


that the report be noted.

1/11
Greater Norwich Development Partnership: Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) Project

The Forum considered a report by the Head of Valley Management updating members on the current situation with regard to the proposed Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) project.


Ray Walpole raised concerns regarding the project and questioned the apparent lack of progress.
The Broads Projects Coordinator informed members that the lead organisation for the project was Norwich City Council.

RESOLVED

(i)
that the report be noted;
(ii)
that a letter be sent to Norwich City Council and copied to the Broads Authority requesting that the Broads Local Access Forum be included in the list of stakeholders and questioning the apparent lack of progress with the project; and
(iii)
that the Head of Valley Management be asked to attend the next meeting to discuss the current situation regarding bridge links to Whitlingham.
1/12
Natural England Coastal Access Authority Audit

The Forum considered a report by the Head Countryside Ranger regarding a consultation that Natural England is currently undertaking with highways authorities about proposals to improve access to the English coast.  Natural England was requesting input into this process by an audit of existing coastal access.


The Head Countryside Ranger reported that new information had been received regarding the second reading of the Marine Bill, and that the English National Parks Authorities Association had made a series of comments including the following:
· within national parks, the Relevant Authority for giving directions relating to the exclusions and restrictions of access on coastal margin should be the national park authority, as under the CROW Act;

· compensation should be payable to anyone whose interest in land was depreciated or suffered damage by the introduction of the new coastal access rights;

· cultural heritage issues were not adequately addressed in the provisions for Marine Conservation Zones;

· the mechanisms for funding the coastal access provisions in the Bill should be clarified to ensure that it was not provided at the expense of existing access provision and funding must be available in perpetuity for the maintenance of the coastal route;

· a mechanism for recognising and protecting seascapes was needed; 

· further clarity (probably through detailed guidance) was needed on Integrated Coastal Zone Management; and
· with regard to coastal footpaths, roll back of routes that were subject to coastal erosion was supported as were the use of alternative routes at certain times of the year.
RESOLVED


that the report be noted.
1/13
Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: Update on Access Enhancements

The Broads Projects Coordinator updated the Forum on the main enhancement schemes linked to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project that were currently being worked on by the Broads Authority and BESL officers. 

The Broads Authority had met with BESL regarding aspirations that the application for Clayrack Marshes (Compartment 4) should include a lifting bridge.  The Authority’s decision was that they were in favour of controlled permissive access along the floodwall, and BESL had now produced a plan for a sluice that incorporates a pedestrian bridge to connect the access route with Crowes Staithe.  An easy access path was planned from the How Hill Staithe to Clayrack Drainage Mill.  It was hoped that these works would be completed by February 2009.  
On behalf of the Forum Keith Bacon thanked the Broads Projects Coordinator and Head Countryside Ranger for their input with regard to this scheme.

BESL had submitted planning applications for Oulton Marshes (Compartments 29 and 30), which had access improvement potential.
Planning permission had been granted for schemes at Carlton Colville and Geldeston Locks.  Funding was currently being sought.

Access and resurfacing works were due to take place at the Broads Authority’s 24 hour moorings at Somerleyton.
BESL would be submitting a planning application for the Broads Authority’s 24 hour moorings at West Somerton in early 2009, for repiling and path surfacing works.

The Broads Authority was currently discussing footpath issues at Horsey (Compartment 6) with Norfolk County Council.
The Broads Authority was currently in discussion with relevant organisations regarding access along Horsefen Bank (Potter Heigham).  
The main flood works had been completed at Upton.  The removal of the piling would be undertaken next.
1/14
Rights of Way and Access Improvement Plan Update

The Head Countryside Ranger updated the Forum on the current status and progress of the Broads Rights of Way and Access Improvement Plan. 

The furniture on the footpath between Stokesby and Great Yarmouth had been removed or altered to improve access, and the works BESL had recently undertaken had improved the condition of the footpath surface (Action Plan Ref B1).
The Broads Authority was currently involved in developing circular walks in the Ant, Thurne and Bure valleys (Action Plan Ref AT13).  The same template would be used for each walk.  The Authority was in communication with Norfolk County Council’s health walks coordinator to ensure there was no duplication between the Authority’s circular walks and Norfolk County Council’s planned health walks publications.  The Head Countryside Ranger confirmed that he would update the Forum on the progress of these walks at the next meeting.
1/15
Any Other Business


No items of urgent business were raised by the Forum.
1/16
Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled to take place on Wednesday 11 March 2009 at 2.00 p.m. at Dragonfly House, 2 Gilders Way, Norwich
The meeting concluded at 5.00 p.m.
Chairman
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